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Blue Knights SC-1 

“Ride with Pride” 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM JUNE’S MEETING 

The beautiful summer weather enticed people to get out, and that fact 
was also evident in an excellent attendance of 38 at our June meeting. 
Former member Mike Cronise attended and made application to rejoin. 
Ron Russell brought Gladell Williams, a member of Gold Wing Road 
Riders Association (Chapter F) in Easley, SC. In the spirit of fun, broth-

erhood, and great riding, Jeanne’ Crump, our Activities Director, arranged a PowerPoint slide show of pic-
tures taken at this year’s Memorial Weekend ride to Mur-
phy, NC, and with the help of Terry Fish, it was projected 
on a large-screen TV monitor throughout the duration of the 
meeting.  

Officers’ Reports  

Vice President Tom Vacula announced a planned chapter 
ride to Quaker Steak and Lube in Greenville on Saturday, 
June 26th. Details for this ride will be sent out by e-mail.  

Treasurer Chip Brown presented the financial report for the 
month of May with a beginning balance of $3197.43, in-
come of $123, expenditures of $92.42, with a total ending 
balance for May of $3228.01. 

Director “Scottie” Scott is getting information and costs for individual motorcycle flags and for a large chapter 
flag. 

Activities Director Jeanne’ Crump gave a brief report on the Memorial Weekend ride to Murphy (see article on 
page 4). This was a well-attended event with ten bikes and six cars for a total of 35 people participating. She 
is compiling a photographic memory book, to be distributed to each participating family at next month’s meet-
ing.(The chapter expressed appreciation with a round of applause to Jeanne’ and Dave Crump for the great 
job they did organizing and hosting this event.) She is also talking with the management of the Southern Pa-
triot about the chapter taking an evening boat ride around Lake Murray.  

Old Business  

Elbert Jordon will serve as Chairman of the 2010 Toys-for-Tots ride on Sunday, December 5th. A motion was 
made and passed to order 500 ride pins to sell at this event, with all proceeds going to Toys-for-Tots. 

“Scottie” and Melda Scott will host a chapter-sponsored Summer Party at their home on Saturday, June 19th, 
beginning at 5:00 PM. This family event will feature a hot dog and hamburger cook-out and pool party. Since 
the Scotts live on a dirt road, they suggested that folks might want to travel by car. 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

New Business  

The chapter currently has three honorary members and is authorized a total of five based on our member-
ship. Thunder Tower owner Gene Preston has requested to transfer his honorary Blue Knight membership 
from Georgia to Columbia, SC, where he now lives. At the recommendation of the Executive Board and in 
recognition of the kindness shown to Blue Knights SC-1 by his providing our chapter’s meeting place, the 
chapter approved the transfer and welcomed Gene to the chapter. Immediately following the meeting, chapter 
members bestowed a vest with the chapter colors to Gene and welcomed him and his wife, Betty to our Blue 
Knight family. (Pictured at left in front row center: Betty and Gene Preston.) 

The chapter has received an invitation from Blue 
Knight chapters in Charleston and Conway to meet 
and participate in a ride on Saturday, June 26th. 
However, with arrangements already in the works 
for SC-1’s ride to Quaker Steak and Lube in 
Greenville that same date, the chapter voted to stay 
with the original plan of riding to Greenville.  

Members were informed of an opportunity to partici-
pate in the 7th annual Camp Kemo Benefit Ride on 

Sunday, June 13th. This ride is sponsored by Carolina Honda and participants are asked to provide either a 
toy suitable for a 5-12 year old or a cash contribution. 

Sickness and Distress  

· “Scottie” Scott has been experiencing some back problems. 
· Ernie Danks’ wife, Sherilyn, has some medical complications and is awaiting some test results. 
· Dave Crump reported that Harold Jones, who has ridden with the chapter at past Memorial Weekend 

rides at Murphy, was recently involved in an accident where an engine block fell on his hand, cutting sev-
eral fingers and severing the little finger. As a result, he is now unable to work. 

Other  

Ron Russell took a few minutes to share about how moving the Rolling Thunder Ride to Washington, DC, 
over the Memorial Day weekend was. There were approximately 28,000 motorcycles at this event. Even the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police sent a contingency. This event was organized to honor those who gave their 
all for their country. 

Terry Fish stated that his wife, Karen, a Canadian, will be sworn in as an American citizen in Charleston on 
Monday, June 14.  

Chip Brown invited members to come to the Dockside in Ballantine on Sunday, June 20th, at 3:00pm and en-
joy an afternoon of rock and roll music as his band, “High Maintenance”, plays. 

Monica Gordon won the 50/50 drawing, netting $39! There were four drawings for door prizes, with Brian 
Metz, Debbie Book, Dave Black, and Diane McKinzie winning. 

Following the meeting, a group on 13 bikes and in two cars took the back roads to Farm Boy’s Restaurant in 
Chapin, SC, to enjoy a barbecue lunch and a time of fellowship. 
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Mike Cronise (pictured left), a former Blue Knight SC-1 charter member 
and Past President, has returned to the fold and submitted an application for 
membership. He currently rides a 1998 Fat Boy. Mike, a retired officer with 
the Richland County Sheriff’s Office, has been with the Labor and Licens-
ing Board for the past four years. He and his wife, DeeDee, live in Gaston.  

Gene Preston (pictured right), an hon-
orary member with a chapter in Geor-
gia, has applied for transfer to Blue 
Knights SC-1 since he now lives and 
works in the Columbia area. Gene and 

his wife, Betty, own and operate Thunder Tower Harley-Davidson in the 
Richland Northeast area. Gene has been a real friend to the chapter in that 
he offered the meeting room at Thunder Tower for our chapter’s monthly 
meetings.  
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The Murphy Ride held over the Memorial Day weekend 
has become a favorite event with the Blue Knights. Once 
again, this year’s ride was hosted by Dave and Jeanne’ 
Crump, and led by Gwin and Wendy Crump. (This was 
possibly the Crump family reunion as brother Gary Crump 
and his wife Karen also participated!) 

Leaving the Hardee’s in Chapin on Fri-
day morning, a caravan of nine cars fol-
lowed Gwin and Wendy Crump on their 
motorcycle as they led the group toward 
Murphy. With the threat of rain showers 
over the weekend, everyone else towed 
their bikes. During the course of the 
weekend, two more Knights and guests 
joined the party. 

Of course, following the long ride to Murphy, tradition 
calls for dinner at Shoebooties. Jeanne’ reserved the lower 
level banquet room for the evening and we enjoyed dinner 
selections from the menu. 

Saturday morning 
arrived bright and 
clear! After a brief 
organizational 
meeting at our de-
parture point in 

downtown Murphy, a group of ten bikes and six vehicles 
wound their way over the mountains into Georgia. Being a 
major holiday, local and state law 
enforcement officers were doing li-
cense checks, and our group was 
caught twice. Just outside Blaires-
ville, GA, Union County Sheriff’s 
deputies stopped us and they took a 
very “suspicious character” into cus-
tody for a brief period of time. 

Hubert Harrell was able to continue the ride after we 
“vouched” for his good behavior the rest of the weekend! 

The group continued 
through the mountains with 
a break for lunch at Two 
Wheels Only at Suches, GA, 
a motorcycle only camp-
ground. The cooks there 
don’t know about “small” 
portion sizes. My hamburger 
would have fed several peo-

ple! 

Jeanne’ and Dave even planned some “shopping time” for 
the ladies at one of the quaint little towns in the area, and 
the evening ended with dinner at Brothers, a local favorite 
of the group. 

Sunday morning dawned with 
overcast skies. Just as Chaplain 
Robert Smith was concluding a 
short devotional service it be-
gan to sprinkle. Then the rain 
was over as quickly as it started 
and our group of ten bikes and 
four cars headed toward Frank-
lin, NC, for lunch at Cody’s. The skies continued to be 
overcast for most of the day, but the group kept riding. Just 
outside Robbinsville, NC, a light mist began. Interestingly, 
when we stopped at the rest area at Andrews, NC, those on 
bikes were dry, and those who rode in open Jeeps were 
wet! Just after the group left the rest area, they finally got 
caught in a light rain. It’s amazing how many showers we 
managed to avoid all weekend only to get wet the last 15 
minutes of the ride!  

Monday’s ride home was wet, wet, 
wet! I’m glad we towed! 

A special word of “THANKS” to 
Jeanne’ and Dave Crump for a wonder-
ful time of fellowship and riding! We 
appreciate all your hard work and or-
ganizational skills! Great job!!!!! 
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Wendy & Gwin 

“Suspect” Harrell 

Left to right: Julia Bamberg, Melda 
& Scottie Scott, Lyn & Tom Lyons 

Willie & Julia Bamberg 

Jeanne’ & Dave 
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Blue Knights Newsletter 
 
Diane McKinzie, Editor 
1128 Three Dog Rd. 
Chapin, SC 29036 

2010 OFFICERS 
 

President: Bill McKinzie 
Vice-President: Tom Vacula 
Secretary: J.T. Wright 
Treasurer: Chip Brown 
Past President: Dave Black 
Directors: Leon Cureton 
 Don Curtis 
 Richard Scott 
Chaplain: Robert Smith 
Road Captain: Randy Book 
Quartermaster: Melda Scott 
 

GENERAL MEETING  
INFORMATION 

 
Time: 10:00am 
 
Date: Second Saturday  
 of each month 
 
Location: 
 2nd Floor Meeting Room 
Thunder Tower Harley-Davidson 

 (take Exit 82 off I-20)  
 NEXT MEETING: 

July 10, 2009 

WEAR YOUR COLORS 

www.blueknightsc1.org 
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This has been a very encouraging year as I look back at the half-way point. 
We’ve already had a number of great events, as have been reported in this 
newsletter. Our meetings, rides, summer picnic, and plans for a Lake Murray dinner cruise, just to mention a 
few, really reflect on how active a chapter we are.  

As we celebrate the birth of the United States this July 4th, I pray that we all have a safe and happy holiday. 
This is a time to remember that we live in the most wonderful of times in a country with many freedoms and 
privileges, among which is the opportunity to have a Blue Knights chapter and to enjoy our motorcycles. 
Happy Fourth of July! 

I wish to remind all of our active members how important your participation has been. It is greatly appreciated, 
and thank you for making this a great Blue Knights chapter.  

 Yours in brotherhood, 

� ���� �


