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Blue Knights SC-1 
“Ride with Pride” 

Highlights from January’s Meeting 

The first Blue Knight SC-1 meeting of 2009 was marked by the installation of 
new officers. 2008 President Tommy Pye swore in incoming President David 
Black. Dave brings a wealth of experience to this office, having served as 
President in the past. He is currently working in the Training Division of the 
Richland County Sheriff’s Office. Congratulations, President Dave! 

Following that, President Black asked Chaplain Robert Smith, to administer 
the oath of office to the new board members for 2009: Vice-President Bill 
McKinzie, Secretary JT Wright, Treasurer Chip Brown, and Directors Richard 
“Scottie” Scott, Donald Curtis, and Leon Cureton. With Scottie’s election to 
the board as a Director, his duties as Quartermaster have been assumed by 
Blue Knight member Melda Scott (who just happens to be his wife). Our new 
Road Captain is Randy Book. 

(Left to right) Black, Smith, McKinzie, Scott, Wright, Brown, Curtis, and Cureton 

Other Chapter Business  
 
New Quartermaster Melda Scott informed the 
chapter that new sets of colors have been 
ordered. Those interested in obtaining a set 
should contact her. 
 
The Southern Region Conference will be 
held this Spring in Mobile, AL, and another 
will be held this Fall in Greenville, SC. 

The Ride Committee has met and the proposed ride schedule for 2009 is included in this newsletter. The chapter’s web-
site will also contain the ride schedule with the most up-to-date changes. The website can be accessed at 
www.blueknightsc1.org at anytime. (By the way, the chapter newsletter will also be displayed on the website as well as 
mailed to members. The website is a great tool to let prospective members know more about us and what’s going on in 
our chapter.) 
 
IMPORTANT!!!! The chapter voted to move the meeting location to Thunder Tower Harley-Davidson’s meeting room 
beginning with the February 14 meeting. Thunder Tower is located off I-20 (Exit 82). See the article on the next page for 
more details. So, we’ll see you at THUNDER TOWER next month!!!  
 
After-Meeting Ride  
 
Following the meeting, 19 members rode to the Vista in Columbia for lunch at the Wild Hare. Don’t miss next month’s 
after-meeting ride to Little Pigs Barbecue on Alpine Road. Bring a friend and/or prospective member and share in the 
fellowship and good food. 



  
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

  
1st—Ron Abrams 

5th—Brian Carroll 
19th—Brian Jennings 

20th—Debbie Book 
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Be on the lookout for Tom Vacula (pronounced va-su'-la). 

 
Tom has been riding since 1968 and is currently a Harley-Davidson Ultra Classic rider. 
He has been a Blue Knight for about seven years, and often fixes coffee for the chapter 
meetings.  
 
Tom is a retired Pennsylvania State Trooper. He was instrumental in getting the heli-
copter program started for the Pennsylvania State Police. He also claims to be responsi-
ble for the largest traffic jam in Pennsylvania state history after one of their helicopters 
landed on a major expressway, backing traffic up forever!  
 
He and his wife, Mary, life in the Chapin area, where he enjoys his hobbies—old cars, 
motorcycles, and Italian food! His all-time favorite ride is to Helen, GA, especially 
when a pool party is involved. He currently works for the US Marshall for South Caro-
lina as a court security officer at the Federal Courthouse.  
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It wasn’t an “official” Blue Knight ride, but most of the group who 
traveled up were chapter members. Saturday, January 24, was 
forecast to be a great day to ride our bikes to Charlotte for the 
show, but it turned out cold and wet. So we carpooled and went 
just the same. Dave McClure said it was Bill McKinzie’s fault, but 
Bill blamed Tom Vacula for not going by motorcycle.  
 
There were hundreds of custom and vintage motorcycles there, 
as well as beautiful antique cars and hot rods. There was an 
unusual group of “rat” bikes and cars as well. The “rats” looked 
like they were assembled from a rusty ol’ junkyard, but they were 
still cool. 
 
If you’ve never been to one of these shows, you don’t know what 
you missed. It was a great ride and fellowship opportunity for 
Blue Knights and friends.  
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Blue Knights Newsletter 
 
Diane McKinzie, Editor 
1128 Three Dog Rd. 
Chapin, SC 29036 

2009 OFFICERS 
 

President: Dave Black 
Vice-President: Bill McKinzie 
Secretary: J.T. Wright 
Treasurer: Chip Brown 
Past President: Tommy Pye 
Directors: Leon Cureton 
 Don Curtis 
 Richard Scott 
Chaplain: Robert Smith 
Road Captain: Randy Book 
Quartermaster: Richard Scott 
 

GENERAL MEETING  
INFORMATION 

 
Time: 10:00am 
 
Date: Second Saturday  
 of each month 
 
Location:  
 2nd Floor Meeting Room 
 Thunder Tower Harley-Davidson 
 (Take Exit 82 off I-20) 

 
 

NEXT MEETING: 
February 14, 2009 

WEAR YOUR COLORS 

www.blueknightsc1.org 
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We started out the year with a bang! The Toys for Tots ride was a great success! The E-Board has met and committees 
have been formed. The Ride Committee has put together a great ride schedule for us this year. The Secretary has al-
ready sent in our Renewals, and the membership is still growing. If you haven’t sent your dues in yet, bring it to the Feb-
ruary meeting.  
 
The membership has voted to move our meetings to Thunder Tower. This will expand our ride capabilities, and hopefully 
allow us to involve new members from both sides of town. The facilities at Thunder Tower are great and we might have 
donuts and coffee available when we get there. 
 
I think this will be a GREAT year for us. But remember—it takes participation from all of us to be successful. Let’s have a 
great year and safe rides as we “Ride with Pride.” 
 
 Your friend and President, 
 Doc 



Blue Knights SC-1 

2009 Ride Schedule 
Date Ride Information 

February 14 Chapter Meeting; lunch ride to Little Pigs Barbeque (Alpine Rd., Columbia) 

March 1 
Blessing of the Bikes, 11:00 AM at St. Luke Baptist Church (meet at 10:15AM at 
Richland Co. Sheriff’s Dept., 5623 Two Notch Rd., Columbia) 

March 14 Chapter Meeting; lunch ride to Hola Mexico (Two Notch Rd., Columbia) 

March 29 
Annual CMA Food Ride (Meet at 1:00PM at McDonald’s at US-378 and I-26 across 
from Lexington Hospital). Riders to bring food donation. 

April 11 Chapter Meeting; lunch ride to Shealy’s Barbeque (Batesburg-Leesville) 

April 25 
All-Day Charleston Ride (Meet at 9:00AM at McDonald’s at US-321 and I-26, Swan-
sea Exit)  

May 7-10 Southern Regional Conference’s Spring Rally, Mobile, AL 

May 9 Chapter Meeting; lunch ride to Boykin, SC 

May 22-25 
Murphy, NC, Ride (4 days, 3 nights; Hosted by Jeanne & David Crump. (David and 
Gwin Crump are contacts.) 

June 13 Chapter Meeting; lunch ride to Yoder’s, Abbeville, SC 

June 27 All-Day Saluda, NC, Ride (Meet at 9:00AM at SCLEOA)  

July 11 Chapter Meeting; lunch ride to Lone Star, Santee, SC 

July 24-26 Maggie Valley, NC, Ride (3 days, 2 nights) 

August 8 Chapter Meeting; lunch ride to Miller’s Bread Basket, Blacksville, SC 

August 22 All-Day Asheville, NC, Ride (Meet at 9:00AM at SCLEOA) 

August 30 Friendship Ride to 4 local-area nursing homes to deliver flowers 

September 5-7 Ride around Snake Mountain, Lenoir, NC (3 days, 2 nights) 

September 12 Chapter Meeting; lunch ride to Jomar’s, Lancaster, SC 

September 17-20 Southern Regional Conference’s Fall Rally, Greenville, SC 

October 10 Chapter Meeting; lunch ride to The Barn, Winnsboro, SC 

October 24 
All-Day Augusta, SC, Ride (Meet at 9:00AM at McDonald’s at US-1 and US-378 in 
Lexington, SC) 

November 14 Chapter Meeting; lunch ride to Rookie’s (Two-Notch Rd., Columbia) 

December 6 
Annual Toys for Tots Ride (Breakfast at 8:30AM; Event Set-Up at 10:00AM; Ride 
Events 11:00AM-2:00PM; Clean-Up from 2:00-2:30PM) 

December 12 
Chapter Meeting; lunch ride to Wild Wings (Sandhills Village, Columbia) 

***Annual Christmas Party, 6:30PM (location to be announced)*** 

December 13 Annual Ride for Veterans (meet at noon to ride to Columbia Honda) 

Chapter meetings begin at 10:00AM. 
Further ride information will be made known as it becomes available (see webpage: www.blueknightsc1.org). 


